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Observing China: Construction of the National Image as “the Other”
—Based on text analysis of Facebook’s “Chinese Culture” Video Series
SHEN Xiao
(School of Journalism and New Media, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract With soft power, culture is the significant way to shape the national image. Based on the short video
series Chinese culture posted by China Daily on Facebook, this paper analyzes the strategies of the Other ap-
plied on the themes, perspective, characters, music, captions and other visual and acoustic video elements, and
statistically analyzes the positive and negative emotional words of users and measures the communication effect
of these videos combining with the amount of plays, thumbs, shares and comments. This paper finds out that
from the presentation of Chinese culture symbols and the analysis of pictures, sounds, and vice-overs, the out-
line national image concealed under the media symbols gradually comes out. The short videos created by the
foreign youths as the identity of I construct four national images of China: with a long cultural history and vast
territory; with prosperous, abundant and vigorous national cultures; an ideal of peaceful development and mu-
tual reinforcement; with cultural integration and clash of civilizations. The communication effect shows that the
national image presented from the perspective of the alien Other is more cordial, abundant and vigorous.
Key words national image; the Other; Chinese culture; cultural codes; medium; communication effect; text

analysis
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